CIVILIZATION REACHES ABYSSINIA         105

less likely to be embarrassing. The wave of feeling which
had been roused in December had subsided. The out-
burst had been futile, for there was no constructive
thought behind it.

The British Government was helped immensely by
the development of a strong pro-Italian movement. It
is important to consider its constituent sections, for
they were to continue their support during the Spanish
affair. First there were powerful groups in the Con-
servative Party, and in the *City% which were opposed
to the League of Nations, though they had concealed
their dislike at the time of the 1935 election. They had
the support of most of the London newspapers and also
of the provincial press. Their general attitude was that
the Ethiopian campaign was a 'colonial* affair in which
the rules of war and of relations between civilized Powers
could not be made applicable. They hated the idea that
international law, with the possible control of com-
mercial exploitation, should spread over the whole
world^ and that any collection of black men should be
able to put their case before Geneva. To these politicians
and publicists must be added the growing section of
'drawing-room fascists/ to whom the idea of a totali-
tarian state makes an immediate appeal, though few
of them have much sympathy with the extravagances of
Sir Oswald Mosley.

The next important section, both in England and on
the Continent, was the Catholics. After some unhappy
wavering in the early days of the Ethiopian affair die
Catholic hierarchy settled down to a solid support of
Signor Mussolini.

It is a significant fact that when Italy was compara-
tively moderate, and condescended to put forward
some arguments to justify her aggression, she had far